Sunday after the Nativity - The Holy Righteous David the King,
Joseph the Betrothed, and James the Brother of the Lord

The Holy Prophet-King David was a forefather of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.
The youngest son of Jesse, David shepherded a flock of sheep belonging to his father. He was
distinguished by his deep faith, and he zealously fulfilled the will of God.

During a battle with the Philistines, he vanquished the giant Goliath in single combat, which
decided the outcome of the war in favor of the Israelites. He endured many things from King
Saul, who saw him as a favorite of the people and his rival. David, however, showed his own
decency and magnanimity. Twice, when he had the possibility of killing Saul, he did not do so.

After Saul and his son perished, David was proclaimed king of the southern part of Israel, and
after Saul's second son was killed, he became king of all Israel. He built a new capital,
Jerusalem (“the City of Peace”), and a new tabernacle. His great wish to build a Temple was
not realized. It was foretold to him that his son would build the Temple.

The life of the Prophet David was darkened by a grievous falling: he took Uriah’s wife for himself,
and sent Uriah to his death in battle. He was also an example of great repentance, humbly and
with faith bearing the sorrows sent in punishment for his sins. Saint David gave a model for
repentance in Psalm 50/51. King David died in great old age with steadfast faith in the coming
of the promised Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ. His divinely-inspired Psalter is widely used in
the divine services and in personal prayers. (See the Books of Kings and Chronicles).

Saint Joseph the Betrothed was of the lineage of King David. He had four sons from his
previous marriage: James, Judah, Joses, and Simon (or Symeon), and three daughters: Esther,
Martha, and Salome, who was the mother of Saint John the Theologian. After he became a
widower, Saint Joseph led a life of strict temperance. He was chosen to be the husband and
guardian of the Most Holy Theotokos, who had taken a vow of virginity.

An angel told him of the Incarnation of the Son of God through her. Saint Joseph was present
when the shepherds and the Magi worshiped the new-born divine Infant. On the orders of the
angel, he fled into Egypt with the Mother of God and the Infant Jesus, saving them from the
wrath of King Herod. He lived in Egypt with the Virgin Mary and the divine Child, working as a
carpenter. Saint Joseph reputedly died at the age of one hundred.

The Holy Apostle James, Brother of the Lord, was the eldest son of Joseph the Betrothed
from his first marriage with Solomonia. The Apostle James is remembered after the Feast of
the Nativity of Christ together with his father Joseph and the Prophet-King David, since he
accompanied his family on the Flight into Egypt and lived there with the Infant Jesus, the Mother
of God and Joseph. Later, he returned to Israel with them.

After the Ascension of the Lord, Saint James was the first Bishop of Jerusalem, gaining the
great esteem not only of Christians, but also of Jews. He was thrown from the roof of the
Jerusalem Temple because he had publicly preached to the people about the God-Manhood of
the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Apostle James is also commemorated on October 23.
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December 28, 2025

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Commemoration of the Holy Righteous David the King,
Joseph the Betrothed, and James the Brother of the Lord
Tone 4. The 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia, including: Glycerius, Zeno, Theophilus, Dorotheus,
Mardonius, Migdonious, Indes, Gorgonius, Peter, Euthymius, and the Virgins: Agape, Domna
and Theophila (302). Ven. Ignatii of Lomsk (Vologdd—1591). Apostle Nicanor the Deacon (38
A.D.). Ven. Simeon the Myrrhgusher, of Mt. Athos (14th c.).

Today’s Readings:
Epistle: Galatians 1:11-19
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23

Upcoming Service Schedule:

Today — 9:00am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday — 6:00pm Great Vespers (Circumcision/St. Basil)
Thursday — 10:00am Divine Liturgy (Circumcision/St. Basil)
Saturday — 5:15pm Panikhida (Father +Sergius Kuharsky)
Saturday — 6:00pm Great Vespers

Sunday — 9:00am Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

Circumcision/St. Basil

Next Sunday’s Readings:
Epistle: 2 Timothy 4:5-8
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8

Special Prayers
We pray for all our parish family members, but we pray especially for those
who are ill and afflicted. Among them are Al Lovecky, Victorianne Vessio,
Mary Herelick, Betty James, Manya Shark, Deryl Tczap, Mary Tczap,
George Stavrou, Margaret Makara, Dennis & Ann Marie Gahr,
Ellen Norman, Maryann Sivilic, Jack Rinderer,
lvan Karpyn (father of Mat. Iryna) and Lori Ratushnuk.

We are happy that you have joined us for worship today and hope that you will join
us for Coffee Hour after the services. The reception of the Holy Eucharist is
only for baptized members of the Orthodox Church who have prepared with
prayer, fasting, and periodic confession. You are encouraged to receive the
blessed bread that is offered at the end of the service and which may also be
offered to you by one of your neighbors during Communion.

Annuncilations

TODAY - Please join us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall after the veneration of
the Cross. Team #3 is in charge.

TODAY — NO Church School classes will be held. No Adult
Education/Catechism class will be held today.

THIS THURSDAY - In addition to it being the first day of the New Year, we celebrate
the combined feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord and the Commemoration
of St. Basil the Great. We celebrate this feast liturgically with Great Vespers on
the eve (Wednesday at 6pm), and Divine Liturgy on the feast (Thursday at 10am).
All are invited to participate and begin the New Year with prayer and worship.

THIS WEEKEND — Archbishop Michael will be with us this Saturday and Sunday.
At the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Seminarian Joel Bridge will be
tonsured a Reader and ordained a Subdeacon. His Eminence will meet with the
members of the Parish Council after Coffee Hour on Sunday. The Coffee Hour will
be more substantial than usual. Anyone willing to bring a “covered dish” should
contact Tami Economou.

Tuesday, January 6, is the Great Feast of the Theophany of Our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. We will celebrate the feast with the services of Great
Compline and the Great Blessing of Water on Monday (1/5/26) at 6pm. Divine
Liturgy and the Great Blessing of Water will be served on the feastday (1/6/26) at
9am. Holy water will be available after both services for the faithful to bring home
with them.

Houseblessings will begin immediately after the Feast of the Theophany of Our
Lord. A sign-up will be posted online for those who wish to have their homes
blessed. Please sign up as soon as possible, indicating which date and time is
most convenient for you.

The January parish calendar is available at our parish website.

Christ i1s Born! Glorify Him!

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news by visiting
www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.occa-brick.org.

Many Years

Birthdays this week:
Today — Cathy Berger

Please pray for vocations
to the Holy Priesthood!
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