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ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
A Parish of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey of the Orthodox Church in America  

360 Van Zile Road, Brick, New Jersey 08724 

        Phone: (732) 458-9032       Email: orthodoxbrick@gmail.com 

       Fax: (732) 295-0007           Website: www.orthodoxbrick.org  

Very Rev. Fr. Gary Joseph Breton, Rector 

Very Rev. Fr. Sergius Kuharsky, Retired Attached Priest 

Very Rev. Fr. Paul Kucynda, Retired Attached Priest  

Rev. Fr. Michael Pejovic, Attached Priest 

Matthew Petrides, Senior Warden 

Matushka Mary Buletza-Breton, Choir Director 

 

 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is 

with you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

The Icon of the Mother of God “Of the Sign” 

The Icon of the Mother of God “Of the Sign”, depicts the Most Holy Theotokos with 
prayerfully uplifted hands, and the Divine Infant is at Her bosom in a mandorla (or 
sphere). This depiction of the Mother of God is regarded as one of the very first of 
Her iconographic images. In the mausoleum of Saint Agnes at Rome is a depiction 
of the Mother of God with hands raised in prayer with the Infant Christ sitting upon 
Her knees. This depiction is ascribed to the fourth century. There is also an ancient 
Byzantine icon of the Mother of God “Nikopea” from the sixth century, where the 
Most Holy Theotokos is depicted seated upon a throne and holding in Her hands an 
oval shield with the image of the Savior Emmanuel. 

Icons of the Mother of God, known as “The Sign”, appeared in Russia during the 
eleventh-twelfth centuries, and were so called because of a miraculous sign from 
the Novgorod Icon in the year 1170. 

In that year the allied forces of Russian appanage princes, headed by a son of 
Prince Andrew Bogoliubsky of Suzdal, marched to the very walls of Great 
Novgorod. For the people of Novgorod, their only remaining hope was that God 
would help them. Day and night they prayed, beseeching the Lord not to forsake 
them. On the third night Bishop Elias of Novgorod heard a wondrous voice 
commanding that the icon of the Most Holy Theotokos be taken out of the church of 
the Savior’s Transfiguration on Ilina street, and carried about on the city walls. 

When they carried the icon, the enemy fired a volley of arrows at the procession, 
and one of them pierced the iconographic face of the Mother of God. Tears trickled 
from Her eyes, and the icon turned its face towards the city. After this divine Sign an 
inexpressible terror suddenly fell upon the enemy. They began to strike one 
another, and taking encouragement from the Lord, the people of Novgorod 
fearlessly gave battle and won the victory. 

In remembrance of the miraculous intercession of the Queen of Heaven, Archbishop 
Elias established a feastday in honor of the Sign of the Mother of God, which the 
Russian Church celebrates to the present day. The Athonite hieromonk Pachomius 
the Logothete, who was present at the festal celebration of the Icon in Russia, 
composed two Canons for this Feast. 

On certain Novgorod Icons of the Sign, the miraculous occurrences of the year 1170 
were also depicted. For 186 years afterwards, the wonderworking icon remained in 
the Savior-Transfiguration church on Ilina street. In 1356 it was transferred to a 
church built in Novgorod in honor of the Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos “of the 
Sign,” which became the cathedral church of the monastery of the Sign. 

 

Numerous copies of the Sign Icon are known throughout Russia. Many of them 
were also glorified by miracles in their local churches, and were then named for the 
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Annunciations 
TODAY – Team 1 is in charge of today’s Coffee Hour. Team 2 will host next week. 
Many thanks to all who have volunteered to help out with this important ministry. 

TODAY – The parish Youth Group has begun the annual lenten food drive! 
Empty bags with lists of desired items will be available in the narthex until 
December 11. The last pickup will be December 18. You may drop your filled bags 
off in the designated area in the narthex. Many thanks for participating in this 
outreach project! 

TODAY – December Parish Calendars are available. Please check for upcoming 
services and events and plan to participate in them!  

We are in the midst of the Nativity Fast. The Church guides us into this 
preparatory period and urges us to follow the usual fasting recommendations until 
the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord. Confessions are heard after every Great 
Vespers. 

THIS WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY – Cookies for the Cookie Walk will be baked 
at the Parish Hall beginning at 3:30pm. Everyone is invited to be a part of these 
community baking sessions that will last into the evening. 

Saturday, December 10 is the date of the Annual Parish Cookie Walk. If you 
are a cookie baker, please consider baking for this event. Please invite friends and 
family 

Dessert rolls have been baked. Many flavors are now available for sale at $15 per 
roll. Please contact Cathy Berger or Olga Pasick to make your purchases. 

We continue to pray for peace in Ukraine, for the withdrawal of Russian troops 

from that land, and for the wellbeing of the Ukrainian people. Lord, have mercy! 
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 NEXT SUNDAY – Please set your clocks BACK one hour on Saturday evening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Prayers 

We pray for all our parish 
family members, but we pray 
especially for those who are ill 
and afflicted. Among them are 
Fr. Sergius  Kuharsky, 
Zoran Pejovic, Ingrid Kopec, 
Betty James, Manya Shark, 
Deryl Tczap, Mary Tczap, 
George Stavrou, Margaret 
Makara, Dennis & Ann Marie 
Gahr, Michael Getmanov, 
and Lori Ratushnuk.  
 

November 27, 2022 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Tone 7. Greatmartyr James the Persian (421). Ven. Palladius of Thessalonica (6th-7th c.). St. 

Jacob the Wonderworker, Bishop of Rostov (1392). Uncovering of the Relics of St. Vsévolod 

(Gabriel) of Pskov (1192). Seventeen Monastic Martyrs in India (4th c.). St. Romanus the 

Wonderworker (5th c.). Repose of Ven. Diodorus, Abbot of Yuriev Monastery (Solovétsky 

Monastery—1633). Commemoration of the Weeping Icon of the Mother of God, called 

“ZNAMENIYE” (“THE SIGN”) at Novgorod in 1170, and the other Icons of the Mother of 

God, “OF THE SIGN”: the “KURSK-ROOT” (1295), “ABALATSKAYA” (1637), and others. 

Today’s Readings:   

Epistle: Ephesians 2:14-22      

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17 

Upcoming Service Schedule: 

Today – 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Saturday – 6:00pm Great Vespers w.Confession Preparation 

Sunday – 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 

Epistle: Ephesians 4:1-6 and Hebrews 13:7-16    

Gospel: Luke 17:12-19 and Luke 12:32-40 
 

Icon of the Mother of 

God, “Of the Sign” 

 

Please pray for vocations to the  

Holy Priesthood! 

We are happy that you have joined us 

for worship today and hope that you will 

join us for Coffee Hour after the 

veneration of the Cross. Please note 

that reception of the Holy Eucharist is 

only for baptized members of the 

Orthodox Church who have prepared 

with prayer, fasting, and periodic 

confession. You are encouraged to 

receive the blessed bread that is 

offered at the end of the service and 

which may also be offered to you by 

one of your neighbors during 

Communion. 

 

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news by visiting 

www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.occa-brick.org. 

 

The Distinguished Diocesan 

Benefactors program is an essential 

vehicle for funding the activities and 

programs of our diocese. Please 

consider participating in the program. 

More information is available at the 

diocesan website at www.nynjoca.org. 

Many Years! 
Birthdays this week 

Friday – Pani Mary Buletza 
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