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Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

The Glorification of Saints 

The glorification of saints in the Orthodox Church is a recognition that God’s holiness is 
manifested in the Church through these grace-filled men and women whose lives were 
pleasing to God. Very early on, the Church recognized the righteous ancestors of Christ 
(Forefathers), those who predicted His coming (Prophets), and those who proclaimed the 
Gospel (Apostles and Evangelists). Then those who risked their lives and shed their blood to 
bear witness to Christ (Martyrs and Confessors) were also recognized by the Church as 
saints. There was no special canonization process, but their relics were treasured and the 
annual anniversaries of their martyrdoms were celebrated. Later, the ascetics, who followed 
Christ through self denial, were numbered among the saints. Bishops and priests who 
proclaimed the True Faith and fought against heresy were added to the list. Finally, those in 
other walks of life who manifested holiness were recognized as saints… 

Can the Church “make” a saint? The answer is no. Only God can do that. We glorify those 
whom God Himself has glorified, seeing in their lives true love for God and their neighbors. 
The Church merely recognizes that such a person has cooperated with God’s grace to the 
extent that his or her holiness is beyond doubt… 

Are saints “elected” by special panels or by majority vote? Again, the answer is no. Long 
before an official inquiry into a person’s life is made, that person is venerated by the people 
where he or she lived and died. His or her memory is kept alive by the people who pray for 
his or her soul or who ask him or her for intercession. Sometimes people will visit his or her 
grave or have icons painted through their love for the person. Then a request is made, usually 
through the diocesan bishop, for the Church to recognize that person as a saint. A committee, 
such as the Orthodox Church in America’s Canonization Commission, is formed to research 
the life of the person who is being considered for glorification and to submit a report to the 
Holy Synod stating its reasons why the person should or should not be recognized as a saint. 
Then the Holy Synod decides to number that person among the saints and have icons painted 
and liturgical services composed… 

The formal Rite of Glorification begins with a final Memorial Service for the person about 
to be canonized, after which Vespers and Matins with special hymns to the saint are chanted 
and the saint’s icon is unveiled. The saint’s life is published and the date of his or her 
commemoration is established. The other Orthodox Churches are notified of the glorification 
so that they can place the new saint’s name on their calendars. 

Through the prayers of all the saints, may we be encouraged to follow their example of 
virtue and holiness. 

Excerpted from an article by Fr. Joseph Frawley 

Many Years 
Birthdays this week: 

Monday – Ingrid Kopec 

Monday – Gambal Price 

Friday – Louis Christos 

The Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors program is an 

essential vehicle for funding the activities and 

programs of our diocese. Please consider participating 

in the program. Brochures are located by the bulletin 

board in the parish hall or at the diocesan website at 

www.nynjoca.org. 

http://www.orthodoxbrick.org/
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Special Prayers 
We pray for all our parish family 
members, but we pray especially for 
those who are ill and afflicted. Among 
them are: Betty James, Manya Shark, 
Deryl Tczap, Reader John Economou, 
Margaret Makara, Tom Collins, Tom 
Kopec, Ann Marie Gahr, Dennis Gahr, 
Dorothy Studier, Helen Ciurczak, 
Pauline Barnowsky, and Catherine 
Ratushnuk.  
 

 

August 9, 2020 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Afterfeast of the Transfiguration 

Tone 8. Glorification of Ven. Herman of Alaska, Wonderworker of All America (1970). 

Hieromartyr Euthymios of Rhodes (16th c.). Apostle Matthias (ca. 63). Martyr Anthony of 

Alexandria. Ven. Psoï of Egypt (4th c.). Martyrs Julian, Marcian, John, James, Alexius, 

Demetrius, Photius (Phocas), Peter, Leontius, and Mary, of Constantinople (730). 

Today’s Readings:   

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:9-17 and Galatians 5:22-6:2  

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-34 and Luke 6:17-23 

Upcoming Service Schedule: 

Today @ 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Friday @ 6:00pm Great Vespers (Dormition) 

Saturday @ 9:00am Divine Liturgy (Dormition) 

Saturday @ 6:00pm Great Vespers 

Sunday @ 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings:     

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4:9-16 and Colossians 1:12-18   

Gospel: Matthew 17:14-23 and Luke 9:51-56; 10:22-24 

 

Annunciations 
TODAY – Except for the Divine services, all in-person parish activities including 
Church School classes, organizational meetings, baking sessions, etc. are 
CANCELED until further notice. All services are live streamed via Facebook. 

TOMORROW – The Parish Council will meet via Zoom at 7:00pm. 

THIS WEDNESDAY – We will begin an Adult Education program on the subject of 
the Divine Liturgy. For now, the sessions will take place via Zoom. All parishioners 
and inquirers are invited to attend. Information will be sent out shortly via email and 
will be available on our parish website, www.orthodoxbrick.org.  

THIS SATURDAY is the Great Feast of the Dormition of the Most-holy Theotokos. 
Great Vespers will be served on Friday evening at 6pm. Divine Liturgy will be served 
on Saturday at 9am. Please use on-line sign up sheets for either service. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring flowers to either service for blessing and for home usage. 

The Dormition Fast continues through August 14. Please contact Father Gary with 
any questions about the fasting discipline of the Church. 

We will continue to allow a maximum of 25 attendees per service in the Church. For 
Great Vespers and weekday Divine Liturgy, parishioners are being encouraged to 
attend by signing up on a first-come-first-served basis. For Sunday Divine Liturgy, 
the process differs by being invitation only, with invitations being made by a rotation 
through the parish roster. Our parishioners’ patience is appreciated as we try to 
navigate through these processes. 

Stewardship Donations may be brought to the church or mailed to the church 
address: 360 Van Zile Road, Brick, NJ 08724. On-line donations are possible by 
visiting our website for a link. Many thanks for continuing to support your parish in 
these challenging times. 

We are accepting donations to help local food pantries get food into the hands of those 
in need. If you would like to help out in this effort, we are asking for donations in 
$25 increments to purchase grocery gift cards. Donations for this should be marked 
as “Grocery Card Aid”. A provision for this kind of donation is on the online donation 
page. Many thanks to those who have responded so generously to this appeal. 

Confessions continue to be offered either by phone or in person (with proper social 
distancing). Please contact Father Gary to make an appointment for the Sacrament 
of Confession.  

Grocery Gift Cards are available for purchase. Please contact Matushka Mary by 
email (matmaryb@gmail.com) or by phone at (848) 333-7075 to make arrangements. 

    

   

The Glorification of 

Ven. Herman of Alaska. 

Wonderworker of All America 

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news and directives by 

visiting www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.occa-brick.org. 

 

 

Please remember to update your Parish 

Directory listing with any new 

information (address change, email 

change, new additions to the family, 

etc.) You can make any changes from 

the mobile app or using your computer 

by signing into the website at 

members.InstantChurchDirectory.com 

and following the directions from 

there. Please contact Father Gary with 

any questions about this procedure. 

mailto:matmaryb@gmail.com
http://www.oca.org/
http://www.nynjoca.org/
http://www.occa-brick.org/

