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Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

St. Photini – The Samaritan Woman 

St. Photini lived in first century Palestine. She was the Samaritan woman who Christ visited at 

the well asking her for water. It was she who accepted the “living water” offered her by Christ 

Himself after repenting from her many sins (John. 4:5-42). She went and told her townspeople that 

she had met the Christ. For this, she is sometimes recognized as the first to proclaim the Gospel of 

Christ. She converted her five sisters and her two sons. They all became tireless evangelists for 

Christ. 

The apostles of Christ baptized her and gave her the name of Photini which means “the 

enlightened one.” She is remembered by the Church as a Holy Martyr and Equal to the Apostles. 

After Sts. Peter and Paul were martyred, St. Photini and her family left their homeland of Sychar, in 

Samaria, to travel to Carthage to proclaim the Gospel of Christ there. 

During the reign of Emperor Nero in the first century, excessive cruelty was displayed against 

the Christians, St. Photini lived in Carthage with her younger son, Joses. Her eldest son, Victor, 

fought bravely in the Roman army against the barbarians, and was appointed military commander 

in the city of Attalia (Asia Minor). Later, Nero called him to Italy to arrest and punish Christians. 

Sebastian, an official in Italy, said to Victor, “I know that you, your mother and your brother, are 

followers of Christ. As a friend I advise you to submit to the will of the emperor. If you inform on 

any Christians, you will receive their wealth. I shall write to your mother and brother, asking them 

not to preach Christ in public. Let them practice their faith in secret.” 

Victor replied, “I want to be a preacher of Christianity like my mother and brother.” Sebastian 

said, “O Victor, we all know what woes await you, your mother and brother.” Then Sebastian 

suddenly felt a sharp pain in his eyes. He was dumbfounded, and his face was somber. 

For three days Sebastian lay there blind, without uttering a word. On the fourth day he declared, 

“The God of the Christians is the only true God.” St. Victor asked why Sebastian had suddenly 

changed his mind. Sebastian replied, “Because Christ is calling me.” Soon he was baptized, and 

immediately regained his sight. St. Sebastian’s servants, after witnessing the miracle, were also 

baptized. 

Reports of this reached Nero, and he commanded that the Christians be brought to him at Rome. 

The Lord Himself appeared to the confessors and said, “Fear not, for I am with you. Nero, and all 

who serve him, will be vanquished.” The Lord said to Victor, “From this day forward, your name 

will be Photinus, because through you, many will be enlightened and will believe in Me.” The Lord 

then told the Christians to strengthen and encourage Sebastian to persevere until the end. 

All these things, and even future events, were revealed to St. Photini. She left Carthage in the 

company of several Christians and joined the confessors in Rome. 

At Rome, Emperor Nero ordered the saints to be brought before him, and he asked them whether 

they truly believed in Christ. All the confessors refused to renounce the Savior. The emperor then 

gave orders to smash the martyrs’ finger joints. During the torture, the confessors felt no pain, and 

their hands remained unharmed. 

Nero ordered that Sts. Sebastian, Photinus and Joses be blinded and locked up in prison, and St. 

Photini and her five sisters were sent to the imperial court under the supervision of Nero’s daughter, 

Domnina. St. Photini converted both Domnina and her servants to Christ. She also converted a 

sorcerer, who had brought her poisoned food that was meant to kill her. 

(Continued on the inside) 
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Special Prayers 
We pray for all our parish family 
members, but we pray especially for 
those who are ill and afflicted. 
Among them are Zoran Pejovic; 
Betty James; Manya Shark; Deryl 
Tczap; Rdr. John Economou; 
Margaret Makara; Ann Marie and 
Dennis Gahr, and Dorothy 
Studier.  
 
 

May 30, 2021 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA  

Samaritan Woman 

Tone 4. Ven. Isaac, Founder of the Dalmatian Monastery at Constantinople (383). 

Today’s Readings:   

Epistle: Acts 11:19-26, 29-30      

Gospel: John 4:5-42 

Upcoming Service Schedule: 

Today – 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Saturday – 6:00pm Great Vespers 

Next Sunday – 9:00 Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 

Epistle: Acts 16:16-34 

Gospel: John 9:1-38 

Annunciations 
TODAY – We are following new Guidelines for Parish Life now that many of the Covid-
19 restrictions have been either relaxed or removed. Please read the letter that was sent 
out electronically by Fr. Gary and the Parish Council. The document explains how we will 
proceed for the foreseeable future. Our Parish Guidelines are based on the Diocesan 
Guidelines made available to all Diocesan Parishes this past week. 

TODAY – The older Church School group will meet after the Divine Liturgy for their session 
today. Next Sunday, there will be NO Church School. The current Church School schedule 
will continue until the end of the Church School Year. Come fall, we expect to return to the 
pre-Covid schedule of classes. 

TODAY – Parish calendars for June will be made available soon both electronically and 
in hard-copy form. 

TODAY – On this Memorial Day weekend, we pray for all those who gave their lives in 
service to their country. May their Memory be Eternal! 

Congratulations to graduates of all our seminaries, especially those of St. Tikhon’s 
Seminary whose graduation ceremonies are taking place this weekend. 

We are setting up a committee for the upcoming combined celebration of the consecration 
of our church building and new altar table, and the 51st Anniversary of the 
establishment of the Parish. If you are interested in participating, please contact Tara 
Paxton as soon as possible. The date of the event is October 16, 2021.  

Grocery Gift Cards are available for purchase. Please contact Matushka Mary by email 
(matmaryb@gmail.com) or by phone at (848) 333-7075 to make arrangements. 

Stewardship Donations may be brought to the church or mailed to the church at 360 Van 
Zile Road, Brick, NJ 08724. On-line donations are possible by visiting our website for a link. 

Many thanks for continuing to support your parish in these challenging times. 

 

 

 

The Samaritan Woman 

Many Years 
Birthdays this week 

June 2 – Matushka Mary 

June 2 – Lia Eickhorn 

June 4 – John Alpaugh 

June 5 – Roberta Collins 

Wedding Anniversaries this week: 

June 2 – Tom & Debbie Anderson 

June 4 – Fr. & Mat. Cathy Smida 

June 4 – Lou & Martha Christos 

 

Please pray for vocations to the Holy Priesthood! 
 (Continued from the back page) 

Three years passed, and Nero sent to the prison for one of his servants, who had been locked up. 

The messengers reported to him that Sts. Sebastian, Photinus and Joses, who had been blinded, had 

completely recovered, and that people were visiting them to hear their preaching. Indeed, the whole 

prison had been transformed into a bright and fragrant place where God was glorified. 

Nero then gave orders to crucify the saints, and to beat their naked bodies with straps. On the 

fourth day, the emperor sent servants to see whether the martyrs were still alive. Approaching the 

place of the tortures, the servants fell blind. An angel of the Lord freed the martyrs from their crosses 

and healed them. The saints took pity on the blinded servants, and restored their sight by their prayers 

to the Lord. Those who were healed came to believe in Christ and were soon baptized. 

In a rage, Nero gave orders to flay the skin from St. Photini and to throw her down a well. 

Sebastian, Photinus and Joses had their legs cut off, and they were thrown to dogs, and then had 

their skin flayed off. The sisters of St. Photini also suffered terrible torments. Nero gave orders to 

cut off their breasts and to flay their skin. An expert in cruelty, the emperor readied the fiercest 

execution for St. Photis: they tied her by the feet to the tops of two bent-over trees. When the ropes 

were cut, the trees sprang upright and tore the martyr apart. The emperor ordered the others 

beheaded. St. Photini was removed from the well and locked up in prison for twenty days. 

After this, Nero had St. Photini brought to him and asked if she would now relent and offer 

sacrifice to the idols. St. Photini spat in his face, and laughing at him, said, “O most impious of the 

blind, you profligate and stupid man! Do you think me so deluded that I would consent to renounce 

my Lord Christ and instead offer sacrifice to idols as blind as you?” 

Hearing such words, Nero gave orders to throw St. Photini down a well, where she surrendered 

her soul to God in the year 66. 
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