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Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

THE SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 

The Sunday of Orthodoxy is the first Sunday of Great Lent. The dominant theme of 
this Sunday since 843 has been that of the victory of the icons. In that year the 
iconoclastic controversy, which had raged on and off since 726, was finally laid to 
rest, and icons and their veneration were restored on the first Sunday in Lent. Ever 
since, this Sunday has been commemorated as the "Triumph of Orthodoxy." 

The Seventh Ecumenical Council dealt predominantly with the controversy 
regarding icons and their place in Orthodox worship. It was convened in Nicaea in 
787 by Empress Irene at the request of Tarasios, Patriarch of Constantinople. The 
Council was attended by 367 bishops. 

The Council decided on a doctrine by which icons should be venerated but not 
worshipped. In answering the Empress' invitation to the Council, Pope Hadrian 
replied with a letter in which he also held the position of extending veneration to 
icons but not worship, the last befitting only God. 

The decree of the Council for restoring icons to churches added an important clause 
which still stands at the foundation of the rationale for using and venerating icons in 
the Orthodox Church to this very day: "We define that the holy icons, whether in 
color, mosaic, or some other material, should be exhibited in the holy churches of 
God, on the sacred vessels and liturgical vestments, on the walls, furnishings, and 
in houses and along the roads, namely the icons of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, that of our Lady the Theotokos, those of the venerable angels and those of 
all saintly people. Whenever these representations are contemplated, they will 
cause those who look at them to commemorate and love their prototype. We define 
also that they should be kissed and that they are an object of veneration and honor 
but not of real worship, which is reserved for Him Who is the subject of our faith and 
is proper for the divine nature. The veneration accorded to an icon is in effect 
transmitted to the prototype; he who venerates the icon, venerated in it the reality 
for which it stands". 

The Great Feast of the Annunciation to the Most-holy Theotokos is celebrated this year 

on Monday, March 25. This is the patronal feast of our parish and therefore should be 

celebrated with even greater joy and participation by members of our parish family. This 

feast, which marks “the beginning of our salvation” is significant for all people, especially 

those who await the triumphal return of the Divine One whose human conception is 

announced to the Virgin on this great day. Our Archbishop Michael will be present with 

us at both the Vigil held on the eve of the feast (next Sunday), and at the festal Vespers 

with Liturgy served on the feast day (next Monday). Visitors from our New Jersey 

Deanery will also celebrate with us at the Vigil on Sunday. Please take the opportunity to 

join in the observance of this Great Feast by participating in its services and fellowship 

celebrations. 

http://www.occa-brick.org/
http://www.occa-brick.org/


 

 

 

Special Prayers 

We pray for all our parish family 
members, but we pray especially for 
those who are ill and afflicted. Among 
them are: Betty James, Olga Kornafel, 
Deryl Tczap, Reader John 
Economou, Paul Hanas, Meni Mari, 
Tom Collins, Tom Kopec, Alan Diaz, 
Cathy Diaz, Brian Price, Ann Marie 
Gahr, Dennis Gahr, Ron Madensky, 
Dorothy Studier, Helen Ciurczak, 
Pauline Barnowsky, Elba Cinciarelli, 
and Catherine Ratushnuk.  

 

 

March 17, 2019 

FIRST SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT 

Sunday of Orthodoxy 
Tone 1. Ven. Aleksy (Alexius) the Man of God (411). Ven. Macarius, Abbot and Wonderworker of 

Kalyázinsk (Tver’—1483). Martyr Marinus. St. Patrick, Bishop of Armagh, Enlightener of Ireland (ca. 

461). 

Today’s Readings:  

Epistle: Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12:2 

Gospel: John 1:43-51 

Upcoming Service Schedule:  

Today @ 9:00am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

Today @ 4:00pm Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers @ Jersey City 

Wednesday @ 7:00pm Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 

Friday @ 7:00pm Akathist to the Sweetest Lord Jesus 

Saturday @ 7:00pm Great Vespers  

Sunday @ 9:00am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

Sunday @ 5:00pm Vigil for the Annunciation 

Monday @ 9:30am Vespers & Liturgy (Annunciation) 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 

Epistle: Hebrews 7:26-8:2 and Hebrews 1:10-2:3     

Gospel: John 10:9-16 and Mark 2:1-12 

  

OUTREACH 

• Food Pantry donations are always 
accepted.  Place non-perishable food 
items in blue bin in the narthex 

• Clothing donations are accepted on 
the last Sunday of each month.  Place 
donations next to the food pantry bin.  

 

We are happy that you have joined us for 

worship today and hope that you will join us 

for coffee hour after the service. Please note 

that reception of the Holy Eucharist is only 

for baptized members of the Orthodox 

Church who have prepared with prayer, 

fasting, and periodic confession. You are 

encouraged to receive the blessed bread that 

is offered at the end of the service and 

which may also be offered to you by one of 

your neighbors during Communion. 

 

 

Coffee Hour Teams: 

Today – TEAM C (Diaz, Price)        

Next Sunday – TEAM D (Paxton, May, Alpaugh) 

 

Annunciations 
TODAY – Church School will be held today after the Divine Liturgy. 

TODAY – On this first Sunday of Great Lent, we will begin holding an Adult Education 
session in the parish hall. This will take place immediately after Coffee Hour, so everyone 
is invited to attend. The topic of the sessions will be: Psalms – the Prayers of the Church.  

TODAY – Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers will be served at Ss. Peter & Paul Church in 
Jersey City for Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers. Parishioners and friends are encouraged 
to attend.  

TODAY - Plant Sale order forms are available in the narthex for this year’s sale. 

THIS TUESDAY – The Parish Council meets in the parish rectory at 6:30pm. 

THIS WEDNESDAY – We celebrate the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts at 7:00pm. If 
you plan to receive the Eucharist at this service, please prepare by fasting to the best 
of your ability. If possible, eat and drink nothing from midnight. At the very least, try to 
abstain from eating and drinking after lunchtime. As it is whenever we receive the 
Eucharist, we should contemplate that it is the very Body and Blood of Christ that we 
are receiving. Please prepare with this firmly in mind. 

THIS WEDNESDAY – After the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts, a pot-luck agape meal 
will be held in the parish hall. All are invited to attend and bring along a dish to share. 

THIS SATURDAY – Nut Rolls will be baked throughout the day in the Parish Hall kitchen. 
Please speak with Cathy Berger or Olga Pasick if you can help out. 

SUNDAY, March 24 – The Vigil for the Feast of the Annunciation will be served at 
5:00pm. Archbishop Michael will preside and faithful from throughout the New Jersey 
Deanery are invited to celebrate with us. A pot-luck Lenten meal will be offered following 
the service. If you are able, please sign up to bring a dish to share with our own faithful 
and with our visitors. Fish and wine are allowed on this festal day! Please sign up on the 
sheet located in the parish hall. Many thanks! 

We continue the Lenten discipline of fasting from meat and dairy until the Great Feast 
of Holy Pascha.  If you have questions about the Lenten discipline, please contact Father 
Gary during the week. 

 

Sunday of 

Orthodoxy 

 

Many Years 
Birthdays this week: 
Today – Jill Anderson 

Today – Michael Ciurczak 

Monday – William Washenko 

Monday – Dennis Gahr, Sr. 


