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Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

THE SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE 

From www.oca.org... 
The Sunday after the Sunday of Zacchaeus is devoted to the Publican and the 
Pharisee. At Vespers the night before, the TRIODION (the liturgical book used in 
the services of Great Lent) begins. 

Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee who scrupulously 
observed the requirements of religion: he prayed, fasted, and contributed money to 
the Temple. These are very good things, and should be imitated by anyone who 
loves God. We who may not fulfill these requirements as well as the Pharisee did 
should not feel entitled to criticize him for being faithful. His sin was in looking down 
on the Publican and feeling justified because of his external religious observances. 

The second man was a Publican, a tax-collector who was despised by the people. 
He, however, displayed humility, and this humility justified him before God (Luke 
18:14). 

The lesson to be learned is that we possess neither the Pharisee’s religious piety, 
nor the Publican’s repentance, through which we can be saved. We are called to 
see ourselves as we really are in the light of Christ’s teaching, asking Him to be 
merciful to us, deliver us from sin, and to lead us on the path of salvation. 

From Mother Mary and Metropolitan Kallistos Ware… 
On this and the following two Sundays, the theme is repentance. Repentance is the 
door through which we enter Lent, the starting point of our journey to Pascha. And 
to repent signifies for more than self-pity or futile regret over things done in the past. 
The Greek term metanoia means 'change of mind': to repent is to be renewed, to be 
transformed in our inward viewpoint, to attain a fresh way of looking at our 
relationship to God and to others. The fault of the Pharisee is that he has no desire 
to change his outlook; he is complacent, self-satisfied, and so he allows no place for 
God to act within him. The Publican, on the other hand, truly longs for a 'change of 
mind'; he is self-dissatisfied, 'poor in spirit', and where there is the self-dissatisfaction 
there is room for God to act. Unless we learn the secret of the Publican's inward 
poverty, we shall not share in the Lenten springtime. The theme of the day can be 
summed up in a saying of the Desert Fathers: 'better a man who has sinned, if he 
knows that he has sinned and repents, than a man who has not sinned and thinks 
of himself as righteous.' 

 WHAT IS THE LENTEN TRIODION? 

One of the basic liturgical books of the Orthodox Church, which contains hymns and prayers 

proper to the period of Lent and Passion Week; the Lenten Triodion begins with the fourth 

Sunday before Lent -- the "Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee" -- and concludes with Holy 

Saturday. The name Triodion stems from the fact that many of the kanons in it contain only 

three odes. 

 

http://www.occa-brick.org/


 

Special Prayers 

We pray for all our parish family 
members, but we pray especially for 
those who are ill and afflicted. Among 
them are: Betty James, Olga Kornafel, 
Deryl Tczap, Reader John 
Economou, Meni Mari, Tom Collins, 
Tom Kopec, Alan Diaz, Cathy Diaz, 
Ann Marie Gahr, Dennis Gahr, Ron 
Madensky, Dorothy Studier, Helen 
Ciurczak, Pauline Barnowsky, Elba 
Cinciarelli, and Catherine Ratushnuk.  

 

 

February 17, 2019 

SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE 
Beginning of the Lenten Triodion 

Tone 5. Greatmartyr Theodore the Tyro ( (“the Recruit”—ca. 306). Hieromartyr Germogén 

(Hermogenes), Patriarch of Moscow and Wonderworker of All Russia (1612). Ven. Theodore the 

Silent, of the Kiev Caves (Far Caves—13th c.). St. Mariamne, sister of Apostle Philip (1st c.). 

Uncovering of the Relics of Martyr Menas of Alexandria (867-869). The weeping “TIKHVIN” Icon 

of the Most-holy Theotokos on Mt. Athos. 

Today’s Readings:   

Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15 

Gospel: Luke 18:10-14 

Upcoming Service Schedule:  

Today – 9:00am Divine Liturgy  

Saturday - 7:00pm Great Vespers  

Sunday – 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:6-15 and 1 Corinthians 6:12-20     

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-15 and Luke 15:11-32 

  

OUTREACH 

• Food Pantry donations are 
always accepted.  Place non-
perishable food items in blue bin 
in the narthex 

• Clothing donations are 
accepted on the last Sunday of 
each month.  Place donations 
next to the food pantry bin.  

 

We are happy that you have joined us for 

worship today and hope that you will join us 

for coffee hour after the service. Please note 

that reception of the Holy Eucharist is only 

for baptized members of the Orthodox 

Church who have prepared with prayer, 

fasting, and periodic confession. You are 

encouraged to receive the blessed bread that 

is offered at the end of the service and 

which may also be offered to you by one of 

your neighbors during Communion. 

 

Coffee Hour Teams: 

Today – TEAM D (Paxton, May, Alpaugh)        

Next Sunday – TEAM E (Bass, Petrides) 

 

Annunciations 

TODAY – The elected members of the Parish Council and the officers of the 
St. Catherine Society will be installed after the Divine Liturgy. 

TODAY – The Church School will meet at 11:15am. 

TODAY – The St. Catherine Society will meet at the end of Coffee Hour. All are 
welcome to join the meeting. 

TUESDAY, February 19 – The Parish Council will meet in the parish rectory at 
6:30pm. 

TUESDAY, February 19 – Discussions with Fr. Alexander will take place in the 
parish hall beginning at 7:00pm. 

Next Sunday, February 24 – A dinner in appreciation for all Distinguished 
Diocesan Donors will be held at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Bayonne. 
Anyone who has participated as a DDB or who has interest in becoming one is 
invited to attend. Today is the deadline to RSVP. Please speak with Father Gary 
today at Coffee Hour if you would like to attend. 

Congratulations to Father Alexander Smida who was ordained to the Holy 
Priesthood through the Sacrament of Holy Order by Archbishop Michael here last 
Sunday.  Father Alexander celebrates his first Divine Liturgy as a priest today. May 
God grant Many Years to the newly-ordained Presbyter Alexander, to his 
Matushka Catherine, and to his children Stephanie and Gregory! Axios, Axios, 
Axios! 

The Sunday of the 

Publican and the 

Pharisee 

 

The Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors program is an essential vehicle for funding 

of our diocesan activities and programs. Please consider participating in the 

program. Brochures are located by the bulletin board in the parish hall or at the 

diocesan website at www.nynjoca.org. 

 

Many Years 
Wedding Anniversaries this week: 
Today – John & Jean Humecky (#29) 

Saturday – Tom & Roberta Collins (#56) 

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news by visiting 

www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.occa-brick.org. 

 

“We ought to be on our guard, in case our 

conscience has stopped troubling us, not so 

much because of its being clear but because 

of its being immersed in sin.” 

St. John Climacus 

http://www.oca.org/
http://www.nynjoca.org/
http://www.occa-brick.org/

