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ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
A Parish of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey of the Orthodox Church in America  

360 Van Zile Road, Brick, New Jersey 08724 

        Phone: (732) 458-9032       Email: orthodoxbrick@gmail.com 

       Fax: (732) 295-0007           Website: www.orthodoxbrick.org  

Very Rev. Fr. Gary Joseph Breton, Rector 

Very Rev. Fr. Sergius Kuharsky, Retired Attached Priest 

Very Rev. Fr. Paul Kucynda, Retired Attached Priest  

Rev. Fr. Alexander Smida, Attached Priest 

Rev. Fr. Michael Pejovic, Attached Priest 

Tara Paxton, Senior Warden 

Reader Matthew Hascha, Choir Director 

 

 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

St. Xenia of Petersburg 
Saint Xenia lived during the eighteenth century, but little is known of her life or of her family. She 

passed most of her life in Petersburg during the reigns of the empresses Elizabeth and Catherine II. 

Xenia Grigorievna Petrova was the wife of an army officer, Major Andrew Petrov. After the 

wedding, the couple lived in Saint Petersburg. Saint Xenia became a widow at the age of twenty-six 

when her husband suddenly died at a party. She grieved for the loss of her husband, and especially 

because he died without Confession or Holy Communion. 

Once her earthly happiness ended, she did not look for it again. From that time forward, Xenia lost 

interest in the things of this world, and followed the difficult path of foolishness for the sake of Christ. 

The basis for this strange way of life is to be found in the first Epistle to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 1:18-

24, 1 Cor. 2:14, 1 Cor. 3:18-19). The Lord strengthened her and helped her to bear sorrow and 

misfortune patiently for the next forty-five years. 

She started wearing her husband’s clothing and insisted that she be addressed as “Andrew 

Feodorovich.” She told people that it was she, and not her husband, who had died. In a certain sense, 

this was perfectly true. She abandoned her former way of life and experienced a spiritual rebirth. When 

she gave away her house and possessions to the poor, her relatives complained to the authorities. After 

speaking to Xenia, the officials were convinced that she was in her right mind and was entitled to dispose 

of her property as she saw fit. Soon she had nothing left for herself, so she wandered through the poor 

section of Petersburg with no place to lay her head. She refused all assistance from her relatives, happy 

to be free of worldly attachments. 

When her late husband’s red and green uniform wore out, she clothed herself in rags of those colors. 

After a while, Xenia left Petersburg for eight years. It is believed that she visited holy Elders and ascetics 

throughout Russia seeking instruction in the spiritual life. She may have visited Saint Theodore of 

Sanaxar (February 19), who had been a military man himself. His life changed dramatically when a 

young officer died at a drinking party. Perhaps this officer was Saint Xenia’s husband. In any case, she 

knew Saint Theodore and profited from his instructions. 

Saint Xenia eventually returned to the poor section of Petersburg, where she was mocked and 

insulted because of her strange behavior. When she did accept money from people it was only small 

amounts, which she used to help the poor. She spent her nights praying without sleep in a field outside 

the city. Prayer strengthened her, and in her heart’s conversation with the Lord she found the support 

she needed on her difficult path. 

When a new church was being built in the Smolensk cemetery, Saint Xenia brought bricks to the 

site. She did this in secret, during the night, so that no one would know. 

Soon her great virtue and spiritual gifts began to be noticed. She prophesied future events affecting 

the citizens of Petersburg, and even the royal family. Against her will, she became known as someone 

pleasing to God, and nearly everyone loved her. They said, “Xenia does not belong to this world, she 

belongs to God.” People regarded her visits to their homes or shops as a great blessing. Saint Xenia 

loved children, and mothers rejoiced when the childless widow would stand and pray over a baby’s crib, 

or kiss a child. They believed that the blessed one’s kiss would bring that child good fortune. 

Saint Xenia lived about forty-five years after the death of her husband and departed to the Lord at 

the age of seventy-one. The exact date and circumstances of her death are not known, but it probably 

took place at the end of the eighteenth century. She was buried in the Smolensk cemetery. 

By the 1820s, people flocked to her grave to pray for her soul, and to ask her to intercede with God 

for them. So many visitors took earth from her grave that it had to be replaced every year. Later, a chapel 

was built over her grave. 

 

Those who turn to Saint Xenia in prayer receive healing from illness, and deliverance from their 

http://www.orthodoxbrick.org/
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 NEXT SUNDAY – Please set your clocks BACK one hour on Saturday evening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special Prayers 

We pray for all our parish family members, but we pray especially for those who 
are ill and afflicted. Among them are: Betty James, Manya Shark, Deryl Tczap, 
June Farkouh, Rdr. John Economou, Margaret Makara, Tom Collins, Tom 
Kopec, Ann Marie Gahr, Dennis Gahr, Dorothy Studier, Helen Ciurczak, the 
child Olivia Harper, and Pauline Barnowsky.  
 

 

January 24, 2021 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Tone 8. Ven. Xenia of Rome and her two female servants (5th c.). St. Gerásim, Bishop of Perm (1441). 

Martyr John of Kazan’ (1529). Martyrs Babylas (Vavíla) of Sicily, and his two disciples: Timothy and 

Agapius (3rd c.). St. Macedonius, Hermit, of Syria (ca. 420). Uncovering of the relics of Saint 

Anastasios the Persian (7th c.). Ven. Dionysius of Olympus (16th c.). Ven. Philotheus, founder of 

Philotheou Monastery (Mt. Athos—10th c.). Bl. Xenia of St. Petersburg (19th c.). 

Today’s Readings:   

Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11 

Gospel: Luke 18:35-43 

Upcoming Service Schedule: 

Today @ 9am Divine Liturgy 

Saturday @ 6pm Great Vespers 

Sunday @ 9am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings:     

Epistle: Colossians 3:12-16   

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Annunciations 
TODAY – We are continuing a modified and controlled Coffee Hour ministry. The 
Parish Hall is set up to accommodate social distancing. Masks are required when 
traveling around the hall, but not when sitting and partaking of the refreshments. 
The hall will be sanitized after the Coffee Hour. 

TODAY – The parish teens will meet for Church School. Next Sunday, there will 
be NO Church School. 

TODAY has been designated as Sanctity of Life Sunday. Special petitions and 
prayers for the unborn as well as the elderly whose lives have been taken from 
them by the practices of abortion and euthanasia. 

WEDNESDAY – The inquirer group will resume holding discussions tonight at 
7pm in the Parish Hall. All are invited to join in the discussion. Please contact 
Father Gary if you would like to participate.  

NEXT SUNDAY – Group 1 is invited to attend Divine Liturgy. 

NEXT SUNDAY, January 31 – The Parish Annual Meeting will be held at 
11:30am. Those who attend Divine Liturgy this day will be invited to stay for the 
meeting. Others will be invited to join the meeting via Zoom. Key reports have 
been sent electronically to parishioners; others will be send out during the week. 

Bottles of holy water, blessed on The Feast of the Theophany, are available in 
the church narthex or by request; please take no more than one per family.  

Grocery Gift Cards are available for purchase. Please contact Matushka Mary 
by email (matmaryb@gmail.com) or by phone at (848) 333-7075 to make 
arrangements. 

Stewardship Donations may be brought to the church or mailed to the church 
address: 360 Van Zile Road, Brick, NJ 08724. On-line donations are possible by 
visiting our website for a link. Many thanks for continuing to support your parish in 
these challenging times.  

 

Bl. Xenia of 

St. Petersburg 

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news and directives by 

visiting www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.orthodoxbrick.org. 

 

 

The Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors program is an essential vehicle for funding 

the activities and programs of our diocese. Please consider participating in the 

program. Brochures are located by the bulletin board in the parish hall or at the 

diocesan website at www.nynjoca.org. 

Please pray for vocations to the Holy Priesthood! 
 

Many Years 
Wedding Anniversaries this week: 

Thursday – Rdr. John & Tamara 

Economou (#25) 
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