January 18 — Sts. Athanasius and Cyril, Archbishops of Alexandria

Saints Athanasius and Cyril were Archbishops of Alexandria. These wise teachers of truth
and defenders of Christ’s Church share a joint Feast in recognition of their dogmatic writings
which affirm the truth of the Orthodox Faith, correctly interpret the Holy Scripture, and censure
the delusions of the heretics.

Saint Athanasius took part in the First Ecumenical Council when he was still a deacon. He
surpassed everyone there in his zeal to uphold the teaching that Christ is consubstantial
(homoousios) with the Father, and not merely a creature, as the Arians proclaimed.

This radiant beacon of Orthodoxy spent most of his life in exile from his See, because of the
plotting of his enemies. He returned to his flock as he was approaching the end of his life. Like
an evening star, he illumined the Orthodox faithful with his words for a little while, then reposed
in 373. He is also commemorated on May 2 (the transfer of his holy relics).

St Cyril was the nephew of Patriarch Theophilus of Alexandria, who educated him from his
youth. He succeeded to his uncle’s position in 412, but was deposed through the intrigues of the
Nestorian heretics. He later resumed his See, however.

St Cyril presided at the Third Ecumenical Council in 431, which censured the Nestorian
blasphemy against the Most Holy Theotokos. His wise words demonstrated the error of their
false doctrine.

St Cyril departed to the Lord in the year 444, and is also commemorated on June 9 (the day
of his repose).

January 18 — Saint Cyril and his wife Maria

Saint Cyril and his wife Maria were the parents of Saint Sergius of Radonezh (September 25).
They belonged to the nobility, but more importantly, they were devout and faithful Christians who
were adorned with every virtue.

When the child in Maria’s womb cried out three times in church during Liturgy, people were
astonished. Although frightened at first, Maria came to see this event as a sign from God that
her child would become a chosen vessel of divine grace. She and her husband agreed that if
the child was a boy, they would bring him to church and dedicate him to God. This child, the
second of their three sons, was born around 1314. He was named Bartholomew at his baptism.

Because of civil strife, Saint Cyril moved his family from Rostov to Radonezh when
Bartholomew was still a boy.

Later, when their son expressed a desire to enter the monastic life, Saints Cyril and Maria
asked him to wait and take care of them until they passed away, because his brothers Stephen
and Peter were both married and had their own family responsibilities. The young Bartholomew
obeyed his parents, and did everything he could to please them. They later decided to retire to
separate monasteries, and departed to the Lord after a few years. It is believed that Saints Cyril
and Maria both reposed in 1337.

Forty days after burying his parents, Bartholomew settled their estate, giving his share to his
brother Peter. He then went to the monastery when he was twenty-three years old, and was
tonsured on October 7 with the name Sergius (in honor of the martyr Saint Sergius who is
commemorated on that day). As everyone knows, Saint Sergius of Radonezh became one of
Russia’s greatest and most revered saints.

Saints Cyril and Maria were glorified by the Orthodox Church of Russia in 1992. They are
also commemorated on September 28, and July 6 (Synaxis of the Saints of Radonezh).
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January 18, 2026
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Tone 7. Ss. Athanasius the Great (373) and Cyril (444), Archbishops of Alexandria. Ven. Afanasii
(Athanasius), Abbot of Syandémsk (Vologda—16th c.). Righteous Afandsii of Novolotsk, Monk
(16th-17th c.). Ven. Marcian of Cyrrhus in Syria (ca. 388). Ven. Schemamonk Cyril and
Schemanun Maria, the parents of St Sergius of Radonezh (ca. 1337).

Today’s Readings:
Epistle: 1 Timothy 1:15-17
Gospel: Luke 18:35-43

Upcoming Service Schedule:
Today — 9:00am Divine Liturgy
Saturday — 6:00pm Great Vespers
Sunday — 9:00am Divine Liturgy

Next Sunday’s Readings:
Epistle: 1 Timothy 4:9-15 and 1 Corinthians 12:7-11
Gospel: Luke 19:1-10 and John 10:9-16

St. Athanasius the Great

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news by visiting
Www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.occa-brick.org.

Special Prayers
We pray for all our parish family members, but we pray especially for those who
are ill and afflicted. Among them are Al Lovecky, Victorianne Vessio, Mary
Herelick, Manya Shark, Deryl Tczap, Mary Tczap, George Stavrou,
Margaret Makara, Dennis & Ann Marie Gahr,
Ellen Norman, Maryann Sivilic, Jack Rinderer,
Ivan Karpyn (father of Mat. Iryna) and Lori Ratushnuk.

We are happy that you have joined us for worship today and hope that you will join
us for Coffee Hour after the services. The reception of the Holy Eucharist is
only for baptized members of the Orthodox Church who have prepared with
prayer, fasting, and periodic confession. You are encouraged fo receive the
blessed bread that is offered at the end of the service and which may also be
offered to you by one of your neighbors during Communion.

Annuncilations

TODAY — Please join us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall after the veneration of
the Cross. Team #2 is in charge.

TODAY — Church School classes will be held at the end of Coffee Hour.

Sunday, February 8 is the date of our Parish Annual Meeting. All parishioners
are expected to participate in the meeting which will begin immediately after the
Divine Liturgy. Reports for the meeting will be distributed prior to — and at - the
meeting.

Father Gary is away from Wednesday, January 14 to Wednesday, February 4. In
his absence, Father Bohdan Chaikivskyi will serve the Divine services and attend
to any pastoral needs during this time. His cellphone # is: (732) 486-9460.

Houseblessings will resume after Father Gary’s return. A sign-up has been
posted online for those who wish to have their homes blessed. Alternatively, a
physical sign-up sheet is located in the Church narthex for those who prefer not
to use the electronic method. Please signh up as soon as possible, indicating which
date and time is most convenient for you.

Dessert Rolls are available at $10 apiece. This is a special sale to make room for
a new batch that will be baked in the near future. Please see Cathy Berger or Olga
Pasick to make your purchases.

The NY/NJ Department of Youth Ministry is sponsoring a Women's and Teen
Girl's Retreat, February 6-8, 2026 at Camp Shiloh, 753 Burnt Meadow_ Rd,
Hewitt, NJ 07421. The theme is: STEADFAST- A weekend to grow in strength and
faith reflecting on the life of St. Olympia the Deaconess. Please register as soon as
possible - by MONDAY, February 2. Spots are limited. There is NO fee to attend! Open
to ALL women and teen girls. Contact Mat Dennise Kraus via email with any questions.

The Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors program is an essential vehicle for
funding the activities and programs of our diocese. Please consider participating in
the program. More information is available at the diocesan website at
WWWw.Nnynjoca.org.

Please pray for
vocations to the Holy
Priesthood!

Many Years

Wedding Anniversaries this Week
Friday - Paul & Suzanne Hanas (#55)
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