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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ephesians 2:14-22 (Epistle) Brethren: Christ is our peace, Who has made us both 
one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh 
the law of commandments and ordinances, that He might create in Himself one 
new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God 
in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And He 
came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near; for through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you 
are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you 
also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.  

Luke 17:12-19 (Gospel) At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by 
ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us." When He saw them He said to them, "Go and show 
yourselves to the priests." And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, 
when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and 
he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then 
said Jesus, "Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to 
return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" And He said to him, "Rise and 
go your way; your faith has made you well." 
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Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

We are in the midst of the Nativity Fast. It is a time for us to reflect on our God-
given gifts, especially His ultimate gift to us - His Only-begotten Son whose 
entrance into the world we prepare for. Through His Church, God gives us 
opportunities to know Him and love Him. During this fasting period, Our Lord calls 
us to abstain from a way of eating that feeds our passions. He calls us to build 
up our prayer and worship life that draws us closer to Him. And He desires that 
we perform acts of charity and mercy as proof that we understand the importance 
of His life-giving call for us to love our neighbor as ourselves. Please take 
advantage of this gift that is the Nativity Fast. It is offered as a gift to us to help 
us along the road to salvation. Please receive it and put it to use in your life! 

This is also a good season during which one should approach the Sacrament of 
Confession. Private confessions are heard after every Great Vespers service or 
by appointment. This is another wonderful opportunity to prepare our hearts, 
especially for the coming of Our Lord into the world at His Nativity! 

 

http://www.occa-brick.org/
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Annunciations 
TODAY - We continue our regular service schedule with Sunday Divine Liturgy beginning 
at 10:00am preceded by the Third Hour at 9:45am. 

TODAY – Church School class begins at 8:45am in the rectory. Adult education takes 
place in the nave of the church at 9:00am. All are welcome to participate! 

TODAY – The popular Car Clinic returns! After Divine Liturgy, all those who wish have their 
cars’ fluid levels and tire pressure checked out and topped off should see Charlie Bass. 
We pray for everyone’s driving safety, and help to ensure it with this free service. 

TODAY – A Nativity Food Drive is taking place again at our parish this year. Empty grocery 
bags with instructions stapled to them are available in the narthex the next several Sundays. 
Please participate in this wonderful effort if you are able. 

TODAY – We are reconfiguring our five (5) Coffee Hour teams. A sign-up sheet is 
located in the narthex along with a description of the duties that are necessary to make 
Coffee Hour happen. We especially ask that those who are not currently involved in any 
parish ministry or activity step forward and help out with this important parish ministry. The 
new configuration will go into effect on Sunday, December 11, when we begin the rotation 
with Team A. 

THIS SATURDAY, December 10 – is the Annual Parish Cookie Walk. It will take place 
this year in the rectory. The event begins at 9:00am. Those who are baking cookies should 
plan to bring them as early as possible Saturday morning. Alternatively, cookies may be 
brought to the rectory between 6pm and 8:30pm Friday evening. Please see Natalie May 
for details. Please invite friends and family! 

Sat.-Sun., December 17-18 – Archbishop Michael will be making his annual pastoral 
visitation to our parish. Light refreshments will be served in the parish rectory after Great 
Vespers on Saturday. An extended Coffee Hour will be offered on Sunday after Divine 
Liturgy.  

Building Project Update – Electrical and siding work has been performed this week. 
Inspections are taking place both this week and last. This project is only possible with this 
support of our parish family. The building of the new hall, kitchen, classroom, and office 
space is truly needed, but is also expensive. Please continue to support the project 
prayerfully and financially! Many Thanks! 

 

Special Prayers 
We pray for all our parish family members, 
but we pray especially for those who are ill 
and afflicted. Among them are: Julia 
Katko, Arnold Katko, Dorothy Gornick, 
Tom Collins, Tom Kopec, Walter 
Romanofsky, Millie Podolak, Ann Marie 
Gahr, Dennis Gahr, Millie Hladick, Ron 
Madensky, Andy Popovchak, Dorothy 
Studier, Mary Bionde, Helen Ciurczak, 
Pauline Barnowsky, Lillian Sokol, and 
Catherine Ratushnak. 

 

 

December 4, 2016 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Tone 7. Glorification of Hieromartyr Protopresbyter Alexander (Hotovitzky) (1994). Greatmartyr 

Barbara and Martyr Juliana, at Heliopolis in Syria (ca. 306). Ven. John of Damascus (776). St. John, 

Bishop of Polybotum (8th c.). 

Today’s Readings:   
Epistle: Ephesians 2:14-22  

Gospel: Luke 17:12-19  

Upcoming Service Schedule: 

Monday – 7:00pm Great Vespers (St. Nicholas the Wonderworker) 

Tuesday – 9:30am Divine Liturgy (St. Nicholas the Wonderworker) 

Saturday – 7:00pm Great Vespers 

Sunday – 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 
Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11     

Gospel: Luke 14:16-24 

 

OUTREACH 
 Food Pantry donations are always 

accepted.  Place non-perishable 
food items in blue bin in the narthex 

 Clothing donations are accepted 
on the last Sunday of each month.  
Place donations next to the food 
pantry bin.  

 

Welcome to our visitors who have 

joined us today for worship and 

prayer.  We invite you to stay with us 

after today’s services for an Agape 

Coffee Hour in our Parish Rectory.  

Please sign our guest book before you 

leave, tell your friends and family 

members about us, and bring back one 

or two of them on your next visit! 

 

Coffee Hour Teams: 

Today – TEAM E     Next Sunday – TEAM A 

If you have volunteered to participate on a team, please note your team’s letter designation, and 
plan to help when your team is scheduled. Many thanks! 

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news by visiting 

www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.occa-brick.org. 

 

In the stewardship envelope packets that most of 

our parishioners receive by mail is an envelope 

marked “Charity Appeal”. All money given via 

this envelope will go to support a community in 

Bodruzal, Slovakia that is endeavoring to 

construct a new church building. Archbishop 

Michael has identified this as our diocese’s 2016 

designated charity. Please be generous in your 

support is this worthy effort.   

 

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker 

Bishop of Myra in Lycia 

Please pray for those who have willingly chosen to not worship and pray with us this morning. 

We pray that those sitting in darkness will see a great light – the light of the Risen Christ! 

 

http://www.oca.org/
http://www.nynjoca.org/
http://www.occa-brick.org/

