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ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
A Parish of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey of the Orthodox Church in America  

360 Van Zile Road, Brick, New Jersey 08724 

        Phone: (732) 458-9032       Email: orthodoxbrick@gmail.com 

       Fax: (732) 295-0007           Website: www.orthodoxbrick.org  

Very Rev. Fr. Gary Joseph Breton, Rector 

Very Rev. Fr. Sergius Kuharsky, Retired Attached Priest 

Very Rev. Fr. Paul Kucynda, Retired Attached Priest  

Rev. Fr. Alexander Smida, Attached Priest 

Rev. Dn. Michael Pejovic, Attached Deacon 

Tara Paxton, Senior Warden 

Reader Matthew Hascha, Choir Director 

 

 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

Uncovering of the Relics of Saint Seraphim, Wonderworker of Sarov 

The glorification of Saint Seraphim of Sarov (January 2), took place in 1903, seventy years 

after his repose. On July 3, 1903 Metropolitan Anthony of Saint Petersburg, assisted by Bishop 

Nazarius of Nizhni-Novgorod and Bishop Innocent of Tambov, transferred the saint’s relics 

from their original burial place to the church of Saints Zosimus and Sabbatius. Tsar Nicholas 

II and Tsarina Alexandra provided a new cypress coffin to receive the relics. This cypress 

coffin was then placed inside an oak coffin and remained in the church until the day of the 

saint’s glorification. 

At noon on July 16, the first day of the festivities, Metropolitan Anthony offered a Memorial 

Service for the ever-memorable Hieromonk Seraphim in the Dormition Cathedral. Services 

also took place in the monastery’s other churches. 

The next day Metropolitan Anthony and Bishop Nazarius served a Memorial Liturgy in the 

Dormition Cathedral. At 5:00 that afternoon, the bells of Sarov began to ring, announcing the 

arrival of Tsar Nicholas and his family. Metropolitan Anthony greeted them and then led them 

to the Dormition Cathedral for a Service of Thanksgiving. 

The royal family attended the early Liturgy on July 18th and received the Holy Mysteries. 

Later that morning, the final Memorial Service for the repose of Hieromonk Seraphim’s soul 

was offered in the Cathedral. These would be the last prayers offered for him as a departed 

servant of God. From that time forward, prayers would be addressed to him as a saint. At 6 

P.M. the bells rang for Vigil, the first service with hymns honoring Saint Seraphim, and during 

which his relics would be exposed for public veneration. 

At the time of the Litia during Vespers, the saint’s coffin was carried from the church of 

Saints Zosimus and Sabbatius and into the Dormition Cathedral. Several people were healed 

of various illnesses during this procession. During Matins, as “Praise ye the Name of the Lord” 

was sung, the coffin was opened. After the Gospel, Metropolitan Anthony and the other 

hierarchs kissed the holy relics. They were followed by the royal family, the officiating clergy, 

and all the people in the cathedral. 

On July 19, the saint’s birthday, the late Liturgy began at 8 o’clock. At the Little Entrance, 

twelve Archimandrites lifted the coffin from the middle of the church, carried it around the 

altar, then placed it into a special shrine. The long awaited event was accompanied by 

numerous miraculous healings of the sick, who had gathered at Sarov in large numbers. More 

than 200,000 people came to Sarov from all across Russia. 

The festivities at Sarov came to an end with the dedication of the first two churches to Saint 

Seraphim. The first church to be consecrated was over his monastic cell in Sarov. The second 

church was consecrated on July 22 at the Diveyevo convent. 

In 1991, Saint Seraphim’s relics were rediscovered after being hidden in a Soviet anti-

religious museum for seventy years. Widely esteemed in his lifetime, Saint Seraphim is one of 

the most beloved saints of the Orthodox Church. 

http://www.orthodoxbrick.org/
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Special Prayers 
We pray for all our parish family 
members, but we pray especially for 
those who are ill and afflicted. Among 
them are: Betty James, Manya Shark, 
Deryl Tczap, Reader John Economou, 
Margaret Makara, Tom Collins, Tom 
Kopec, Ann Marie Gahr, Dennis Gahr, 
Dorothy Studier, Helen Ciurczak, 
Pauline Barnowsky, and Catherine 
Ratushnuk.  
 

 

July 19, 2020 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Fathers of the 1st Six Ecumenical Councils 
Tone 5. Uncovering of the Relics of Ven. Seraphim of Sarov (1903). St. Theodore of Edessa, 

Mesopotamia (848). Ven. Macrina, sister of St. Basil the Great (380). Ven. Dius, Abbot, of 

Antioch (ca. 430). Rt. Blv. Román, Prince of Riazan’ (1270). Ven. Paísii of the Kiev Caves (Far 

Caves—14th c.). Bl. Stephen (1427), King of Serbia, and his mother, St. Militsa (1405). 

Today’s Readings:   

Epistle: Romans 12:6-14 and Hebrews 13:7-16  

Gospel: Matthew 9:1-8 and John 17:1-13 

Upcoming Service Schedule: 

Today @ 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Saturday @ 6:00pm Great Vespers 

Sunday @ 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings:     

Epistle: Romans 15:1-7 and Philippians 3:7-14   

Gospel: Matthew 9:27-35 and Mark 10:29-31, 42-45 

 

Annunciations 
TODAY – Except for the Divine services, all in-person parish activities including 
Church School classes, organizational meetings, baking sessions, etc. are 
CANCELED until further notice. All services are live streamed via Facebook. 

We will continue to allow a maximum of 25 attendees per service in the Church. 
For Great Vespers and weekday Divine Liturgy, parishioners are being 
encouraged to attend by signing up on a first-come-first-served basis. For Sunday 
Divine Liturgy, the process differs by being invitation only, with invitations being 
made by a rotation through the parish roster. Our parishioners’ patience is 
appreciated as we try to navigate through these processes. 

Stewardship Donations may be brought to the church or mailed to the church 
address: 360 Van Zile Road, Brick, NJ 08724. On-line donations are possible by 
visiting our website for a link. Many thanks for continuing to support your parish in 
these challenging times. 

We are accepting donations to help local food pantries get food into the hands of 
those in need. If you would like to help out in this effort, we are asking for 
donations in $25 increments to purchase grocery gift cards. Donations for this 
should be marked as “Grocery Card Aid”. A provision for this kind of donation is 
on the online donation page. Many thanks to those who have responded so 
generously to this appeal. 

Confessions continue to be offered either by phone or in person (with proper 
social distancing). Please contact Father Gary to make an appointment for the 
Sacrament of Confession.  

     

Fathers of the 1st Six 

Ecumenical Councils 

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news and directives by 

visiting www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.occa-brick.org. 

 
Drivers are needed to drop off food to those in need. St. Mary’s by the Sea 
Emergency Food Fund in Point Pleasant Beach is seeking drivers especially on 
Monday and Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings. Please call (732) 
600-5454 to volunteer or to obtain more information.  

 

 

Jacob’s Well, our Diocesan 
magazine, has been distributed 
electronically to those on our 
parish email list. If you have not 
received it, please contact 
Father Gary.     

Many Years 
Birthdays this week: 

Monday – Father Alexander Smida 

Wedding Anniversaries this week: 

Today – Laura & James Macmillan 

(#40) 

 

Please remember to update your Parish 

Directory listing with any new 

information (address change, email 

change, new additions to the family, 

etc.) You can make any changes from 

the mobile app or using your computer 

by signing into the website at 

members.InstantChurchDirectory.com 

and following the directions from 

there. Please contact Father Gary with 

any questions about this procedure.  

http://www.oca.org/
http://www.nynjoca.org/
http://www.occa-brick.org/

